EXCHANGE  OF   LETTERS   WITH   PRINCE  KONOVK	9^r
the new cabinet to attain the high purpose v*hich mine hai> en-
deavoured to accomplish so hard without success.
May I take this opportunity- to express my Lean-fell gratitude
for your most friendly co-operation which I 'have been fortunate
to enjoy, and also to convey to you my sincere wkh thai you will
give the same privilege to whoever succeeds me.
With kindest personal regards, I am,—Sincerely Yours,
F. kgnoye
I replied :
October 17, 1941
my dear prime minister,—Your friendly letter of October 16
is very deeply appreciated, and I hasten to thank you heartily for
your generous expressions and for the encouragement which you
have given me in your confidence that the coming cabinet will
make every effort to continue to a successful conclusion the con-
versations carried on between our two Governments. It gives me
keen gratification to know that you yourself will assist the new
cabinet in attaining the high purpose for which you and your
colleagues have striven, and I need hardly assure you that your
successor may count fully on my own earnest co-operation in a
continuance of the mutual efforts of our respective Governments to
achieve a successful outcome.
Please permit me to express the hope that you yourself, if you
are about to lay down for a time the cares of your high office, will
now find some degree of welcome relaxation and respite after your
long, arduous, and most distinguished official service to your
country.
With expressions of my highest respect and cordial personal
regards, I am, my dear Prince Konoye,—Sincerely yours,
joseph C. grew
At the same time Prince Konoye's private secretary, Ushiba, called
on Dooman and conveyed through him to me from Prince Konoye a
very interesting explanation of die circumstances which had led to
the fall of the cabinet and the successful efforts of the Prime Minister
to ensure the appointment of a successor who would continue the
conversations with the United States. The circumstances were
extraordinarily dramatic and constitute what may in future be
regarded as one of the really big moments in Japanese history. What
all this may lead to is still in the lap of the gods.
We cabled at 10 a.m. that General Umedzu, now Commander of
the Kwantung Army, was a likely candidate for Prime Minister,
but at 5 p.m. we reported the selection of General Tojo, former
Minister of War, who will hold the posts of Prime Minister, Wax
Minister, and Home Minister. Tojo \vas one of the original five

